
Flowers & Grounds Maintenance . . . Whiston Parish Council’s  
summer planting is underway and hanging baskets installed!  
We are very aware that some areas of the village look neglected, and  
have contacted RMBC to complain about the lack of maintenance 
on areas of land that are the Borough Council’s responsibility.  
We hope to see improvement soon and that parishoners enjoy the  
summer displays.
 
Events . . . it has been a great disappointment to Whiston Parish  
Council that the close proximity of the final stage of the government’s 
road map to the proposed date of the festival has meant that, once 
again, this year’s event has had to be postponed. It was felt that the  
risk of significant loss of incurred costs, which would be inevitable  
should the festival have needed to be cancelled at short notice, was 
too high.  As Whiston Parish Council only hold licensing for the  
event to be held on the first Saturday in July, a later date could not be  
arranged this year. 
 
We now hope to hold a Summer Festival in July 2022. However,  
plans for a Christmas event are underway, with a working group  
already up and running! 
 
Flood resilience funding . . . Whiston Parish Council have secured  
a grant of £12,000 to help residents that were impacted by the  
flooding in 2019 or are at high risk of flooding in the future. The 
grant will be paid over a three year period. How the money will be  
allocated has not yet been determined,  but may be used to purchase  
flood defence equipment, to establish community resilience and 
mental wellbeing, or seek professional advice regarding insurance of  
flooded properties (for example). We would like to see further public  
consultation before any decisions are made. This has been delayed  
due to COVID-19 restrictions, but is hoped to be re scheduled in  
the near future.  Any further information or notification on public  
consultation will be published on the parish council social media  
and website, www.whistonparishcouncil.com, as soon at it becomes 
available.
 
Planning . . . Whiston Parish Council are looking at suitable ideas  
for the former public conveniences, with a view to changing the use  
of the building to something that would be more usable by local  
groups and residents.   Watch this space . . .
 
Retirement . . . It is with great regret that Whiston Parish  
Council will soon see the retirement of both the caretaker and  
cleaner at Whiston Parish Hall.  We would like to thank both for  
many years of outstanding service and un paralleled commitment.  
We wish you both all the best for the future!
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May we welcome readers to the Spring/Summer 2021 edition of O’Yeah magazine. This, the biannual publication by Whiston 
Parish Council, highlights Council activities and happenings in the parish of Whiston and the surrounding locality. After a quiet 
but unsettled autumn and winter, we are looking towards brighter months ahead.
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Crime & Anti-Social 
Behaviour
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Unfortunately, a number of residents have raised concerns about an 
increase in anti-social behaviour in and around some parts of Whiston. 
This included the taking and dealing of drugs in public spaces and on 
streets. In an effort to help combat this, Whiston Parish Council invited 
the local police to attend a meeting to discuss what could be done to 
tackle the issues. The police advised it was important for local residents 
to report any incidents directly to themselves whenever one occurs. 
The more voices the better! They explained . . .

“Tell us . . . 
Some incidents may seem trivial, and too much trouble to bother re-
porting, but it’s very important that you do. We target our resources 
according to analysis of crime reports, so if large numbers of incidents 
are not reported this analysis will be incorrect.

Not all reports of crime result in a visit by a police officer, but when 
looked at along with other reports from the same area a picture may 
emerge which enables the police to respond more effectively than to 
individual incidents.”

When to call 101 (non-emergency)
• To report a crime that is not currently taking place and the 
 offender is no longer present.
• Where your call is a routine enquiry.
• To make an appointment to attend an enquiry desk.
• Requests for advice or to provide information.

When to call 999 (emergency)
• Violence to a person or damage to property is imminent.
• A serious offence is actually in progress.
• A suspected offender is still at the scene of a crime.
• When any delay in reporting the incident may prevent  
 the apprehension of an offender.
• When serious disruption to the public is currently taking place 
 or, is likely to take place.
• A threat to life; this includes road traffic accidents where people   
 are injured, the road is blocked or a vehicle involved in the   
 accident has failed to stop.

Report an incident online
The online portal
As an alternative to 101, you can report your non-emergency incident 
on our online portal.

Also on the portal, you will be able to track the status of your report, 
read a number of knowledge items relating to your incident, and live 
chat with members of the force.

You can access the portal at: www.southyorks.police.uk

(Please note that the online portal is not compatible with Internet Explorer.  
To use the portal, customers must first register for an account. Registration 
is required to ensure contact details are available should an incident need to 
be investigated further.)

Dates for your diary
		

Following the local elections on 6th May, both Whiston Parish 
Council and Rotherham Metropolitan Borough Council now have 
new representatives. Whiston Parish Council saw an uncontested 
election with only three councillors putting themselves forward 
for nomination. However, the co-option process developed much  
interest from local residents, and six more councillors were co-
opted to the council at the monthly meeting  24th May, resulting in 
all vacancies now being filled. 

RMBC however, saw a heavily contested election which resulted in 
three new Borough Councillors. 

Please see below a full list of all local representatives, and contact 
details.

Local Elections

Local 
Representatives 
Parish Councillors
Kerry Ferris  (Chair) kerryferriswpc@outlook.com
Colin Taylor  (Vice Chair) colin.taylor56@gmail.com
Tim Stevenson  timstevenson24@btinternet.com
Haroon Rashid  haroonrashid4Sitwell@gmail.com                      
Genaya Smales  gensmaleswpc@gmail.com
Anthony Griffin  anthonygriffin@blueyonder.co.uk
Elaine Reynard  vixenandcubs@yahoo.co.uk
Chris Fry   mr.chris.fry@gmail.com
Rachael Gaffney  R.Gaffneywpc@gmail.com  .                   
                                                                                    
Ward Councillors
Anthony Griffin  tony.griffin@rotherham.gov.uk
David Fisher  david.fisher@rotherham.gov.uk
Simon Burnett  simon.burnett@rotherham.gov.uk         
                                                                                   
Member of Parliament
A Stafford MP             alexander.stafford.mp@parliament.uk

Parish Clerk 
Elaine Keeling-Heane 07712 305729       
   whistonparish@hotmail.co.uk

Rotherham Council 
New Cabinet
•  Cllr Sarah Allen: Cabinet Member for Neighbourhood Working
•  Cllr Victoria Cusworth: Cabinet Member for Children & 
 Young People
•  Cllr David Roche: Cabinet Member for Adult Social Care & Health
•  Cllr Denise Lelliott: Cabinet Member for Jobs & the 
 Local Economy
•  Cllr Dominic Beck: Cabinet Member for Transport & Environment
•  Cllr David Sheppard: Cabinet Member for Social Inclusion
•  Cllr Amy Brookes: Cabinet Member for Housing
•  Cllr Saghir Alam: Cabinet Member for Corporate Services, 
 Community Safety & Finance
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Whiston Youth Club
Wow, what a crazy year we have had! 
We have been closed, Zoom only, 
outreach work, open, back to Zoom 
and then back open! 

It’s been so good to finally get back 
into the centre to hold our Youth 
Club sessions. Currently our Senior 
Club is back up and running and we 
plan to reopen our Junior Youth Club 
in September! 

The staff really want to thank all the 
young people we have worked with 
over the last few lockdowns, as they 
have followed all the new and strange 
rules designed to keep them safe. 

Since reopening . . . again . . . we have 
had lots of events happening at Youth 
Club, we had a visit from South  
Yorkshire Police, Barnardo’s and 
RMBC Early help and we have even 
had a Zoom with the team at Sheffield 
Futures to talk to us about creating a 
Youth Council. This leads me on very 
nicely to promote our up and coming 
Youth Council that is supported by 
Whiston Parish Council.

Do you know a young person who 
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lives in Whiston who would like 
to make a difference to their local  
community? Do they want their voice 
to be heard? Why not point them 
in our direction to be one of the  
founding members of our Youth 
Council!!??

It’s been fantastic to see so many of 
our members after lockdown and we 
have welcomed lots of new members 
too! 

We have lots more fun already 
planned for the run up to the  
Summer holidays, including; A Pride 
party, outreach work, a BBQ, crafts, 
games and music! 

Why not come and join us on a  
Thursday evening during school term 
time 6.00pm until 8.30pm. You will 
find us at Whiston Parish Hall!

For more information why don’t you 
visit our social media pages:
www.facebook.com/whistonyouthclub 
www.twitter.com/whistonyouth 
or email us on whistonyouth@gmail.com



MONDAY
Little Fishes
(parent & child group)  9.00am - 11.00am

WI 
(Craft/Fowers) 1.30pm - 3.30pm

Girl Guides  6.00pm - 8.00pm

Yoga  6.00pm - 7.00pm

Rotherham Tuneless Choir 
(Amateur choir) 7.30pm - 9.00pm

TUESDAY
Little Fishes 
(parent & child group)  9.00am - 11.00am

LocoMotion Dance 5.30pm - 6.30pm

Rainbows  6.00pm - 7.00pm

Heritage Society 
(first Tuesday of the month) 7.15pm - 9.15pm

Fitzwilliam Wine Club 
(third Tuesday of the month) 8.00pm - 10.00pm

WEDNESDAY
Oasis Hypnocoaching 12pm - 1.00pm

Brownies  6.00pm - 7.15pm

Chance to Dance  6.30pm - 9.30pm

• Hall Events • 
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THURSDAY
Yoga  9.15am - 10.15am

WI  12.45pm - 3.45pm

Junior Youth Club  6.00pm - 7.00pm

Senior Youth Club  6.00pm - 8.30pm

Clubbercise  7.30pm - 8.30pm

FRIDAY
MiniKixx 
(under 5’s football) 9.00am - 11.30am

Music Bugs 
(baby/toddler music activity) 12.45pm - 2.30pm

Helen O’Grady Drama Academy  4.30pm 
- 5.30pm

Karate  7.30pm - 8.30pm

SATURDAY
Time Step 
(Latin/salsa dancing)  10.00am - 2.00pm

SUNDAY
Time Step 
(dance)  7.00pm - 8.00pm
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Parish Clerk
Elaine Keeling-Heane
01709 377691 or 07712 395729
email: whistonparish@hotmail.co.uk

Following a series of lockdowns, and despite some ongoing restrictions, Whiston Parish Hall is again open for use!  
Many established classes have now returned to the hall, and many new classes have begun, so if you are waiting to return 
to a favourite pastime or are seeking a new one, there are lots to choose from at the parish hall! 

Contact details for groups can be found on the parish council website www.whistonparishcouncil.com

Whiston Parish Hall

Please don’t forget to consider Whiston Parish Hall if you are seeking a venue for a private event. 
With remaining COVID-19 restrictions coming to an end in the near future, larger weddings, celebrations and parties 
will once again be permitted. We have already had many, many enquires and bookings . . . dates are filling up quickly! 

For more information or to enquire about availability, please contact the Clerk (Elaine Keeling-Heane)  
whistonparish@hotmail.co.uk


