“O’ Yeah”

WHISTON

PARISH COUNCIL

PaRish NewsletteR
Whiston Spring /Summer 2020

May we welcome readers to the Spring/Summer 2020 O’Yeah newsletter, the biannual Parish Council publication for the
parishioners of Whiston.This newsletter highlights Council activities over the last six months. As you will note it has been a
busy time at the Parish Hall, despite a period of closure! Please read on to find out more . . .

Parish Hall Improvements
The start of 2020 brought some exciting changes to Whiston Parish
Hall! After a long time in the planning, work began to remove the dated
kitchen and install a new, bright and airy, commercial quality kitchen,
which we hope will serve users of the hall for many years into the
future. A large range cooker, sterilising dishwasher and new fridges,
freezers and microwave will make the space a pleasure to use, no
matter the numbers being catered for! In addition, a roller shutter was
installed to allow easy access into the conference hall, making serving
food or drinks considerably more convenient. To complete the new
space, the Council are also investing in new plates, cups and cutlery, all
of which will be available for use by anyone wishing to hire the hall.
Unfortunately, within a few weeks of the kitchen reaching
completion, the Coronavirus pandemic meant the hall was to be
temporarily closed. Wishing to remain proactive during this time,
Council members took the decision to use this period of closure to
replace the bar within the main hall. An update was badly needed!
The kitchen, floors, ceilings and wall coverings were all replaced, new
drinks coolers, sinks, glass washers and lighting were also installed, and
new beer pumps ordered. Finally, modern display shelving and a new
bar top completed the renovation, revealing an area suitable for any
swish pub or wine bar!
Outside, the newly laid terrace at the rear of the building, with
access through the folding sliding doors in the conference hall,
completes the outdoor space available for users. With the brook
running beyond the terrace, and being surrounded by trees, it is truly a
tranquil space that would add greatly to any event, be it a BBQ or open
air performance . . . British weather permitting!!
We are hopeful that local residents and regular users will soon be able
to return to the hall and make good use of our new facilities!
Anyone wishing to hire the hall for private events in the future should
contact the Clerk. Details of hall hire can be found on page 4 of the
newsletter.
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The Parish Council have again been busy with further renovation
of the hall. The newly laid patio area to the rear of the building saw
completion in autumn, and the beginning of 2020 saw the installation of
a new, commercial quality kitchen. As the winter turned to spring, work
began within the bar. All areas are now complete, adding greatly to the
facilities the hall can offer both to regular users and residents wishing
to hire the hall for a private event.

This financial year the Parish Council has budgeted to spend just over
£137,000 with income expected to be in the region of £136,830. The
Precept for 2020-21 is currently set at £95,680

Plans for the future

This year final improvements to the hall are planned with painting of
lampposts and new signage to the front and rear of the building. We
are hopeful that this will then complete the renovations of what is now
a thoroughly modernised, attractive hall.
The Parish Council, as in recent years, will be arranging the planting of
flower beds around the village and have also invested in some lamppost
poppies to help celebrate Remembrance Day later in 2020. In previous
years this has been marked with an event in the Parish Hall, whereby
aged parishioners are invited to share in a ‘pie-n-pea’ lunch. It is at
present unsure whether we will be able to hold an event for such a
vulnerable group due to social distancing measures. Likewise, the
possibility of the Christmas event will need to be reviewed nearer the
time.
A week of community activities are planned for the end of June 2021,
culminating in the Summer Festival on Saturday 3rd July. Last year’s
event was a great success and we are hoping to further add to and
improve on it next year.

Both the Junior and Senior Youth Clubs continue to flourish, with
increasing numbers and further investment allowing for enhanced
equipment and facilities. A visit from our new MP, Alexander Stafford,
had been arranged for the Youth Club members, but unfortunately had
to be cancelled due to the Coronavirus pandemic. We are hopeful this
can be rearranged in due course.
The Christmas lights event was a great success at the close of 2019,
being very well attended and appreciated by all. I would like to thank
all members who worked tirelessly to plan, organise and produce such
a fabulous evening.
The Parish Council are disappointed to have had no option but to
postpone the Summer Festival until 2021, but would like to reassure
local residents that plans are underway for next year!

Environment

Following the devastating flooding at the end of 2019, the Council
are requesting regular updates from the Environment Agency
regarding plans for flood defences. At present they are awaiting a
decision from Sheffield City District as to whether the relief funding application has been successful. This will determine the best way
forward. We are also in discussions with the Environment Agency
regarding maintenance schedules of Whiston Brook, and are working
with RMBC to determine riparian ownership along various stretches of
the river and its embankments.
As always, littering is an ongoing problem. Although litter picking has
recently had to be put on hold due to the lockdown, I would like to
thank Councillors and members of the parish who have previously
regularly helped to pick rubbish from around the village.

Having had no resignations of Council members, and with the elections
that were scheduled for May being postponed until next Spring, the
Council remains unchanged, with myself and the Vice Chairman, Cllr
Carter, continuing in our positions for 2020-2021.

I would kindly request all parish members, young and old, to remember
to take rubbish home or put it in the bins provided, and in doing so help
to keep the village a place that is a pleasure to live in.

Finance

I would like to thank our staff – Steve and Denise Pearson, for their
continued efforts and commitment to Whiston Parish Council. Also,
to Jordan Arno and Sophie Wright who work tirelessly in developing
a prospering Youth Club. I would also like to welcome Lu Hunt to the
team, who will be joining Jordan and Sophie as a member of the Youth
Club staff at the end of summer.

The Parish Council started the Financial Year (2019-20) with opening
balances of £185,120 which included earmarked reserves of just under
£52,000 Income during the year came to £145,744 Expenditure came
to £175,471
This has left a year-end revenue balance at 31st March 2020 of £155.393,
including earmarked reserves of just under £40,000. Reserves have
reduced during the year mainly because of funding for further
refurbishment of the hall, annual events and additional Christmas
lights.

Finally . . .

My thanks go to all the Councillors for their support and assistance
throughout the year, all of whom are dedicated in their contributions to
the parish, and give vast amounts of their time freely in the planning and
hosting of community events. I could not do it without your help!
Michael Yarlett - Chairman to the Council
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Whiston Youth Club - We are still here!
Well . . . what a strange time! Lockdown has
brought about a whole new way of working
for the Youth Club team. While we have been
unable to meet with our young people in
person, we have found innovative new ways of
communicating!
We have successfully trialed Virtual Youth
Club sessions for our Senior Group – what a
success this has been! We are hoping to try
this with our Junior Club too!
During our virtual youth club we have played
Bingo, had a virtual quiz and played games!
We have heard stories of how our young
people and their families have adapted to the
lockdown and what they will do as soon as
it’s all over!
We have been using our social media pages to
communicate with our followers & members.
On our social media you can find useful
information about keeping safe during these
times, ways to get help and much more! The
entire team have also uploaded a short BIO all
about themselves! Why not have a read?
We can’t wait to welcome you all back and
hopefully lots of new members when the
lockdown is over! Keep safe!
Very best wishes from the whole team at
Whiston Youth Club.

You can follow us on Facebook at:
www.facebook.com/whistonyouthclub or tweet us at twitter.com/whistonyouth

Parish
Contacts

Brinsworth & Whiston
Medical Centres
IMPORTANT PATIENT INFORMATION

After long discussion and negotiations with NHS Rotherham CCG, NHS England, and our
Patient Participation Group, amongst others, a joint decision has been made to utilise Whiston
Medical Centre as the COVID-19 Hub, with effect from 1st June 2020.
This will provide a single site for patients with symptoms suggestive of COVID-19 and patients
without symptoms will continue being seen in a safe environment at Brinsworth Medical
Centre without risk to the health, safety and wellbeing of both patients and staff alike.
Telephone and video consultations will continue as they are now, and any patients that
need to be seen in person will be offered an appointment at the Brinsworth site,
by their consulting clinician.
We appreciate that some of you may struggle with travelling beyond our Whiston site. All
efforts will be made to ensure your healthcare is not compromised and your needs are met.
Whilst this is not an ideal situation, and has been organised at relatively short notice, it is
necessary for the continued safety and wellbeing of patients, staff, and clinicians.
We thank you for your understanding during these challenging times.
Reception Opening Hours - Brinsworth Medical Centre 01709 828806
Monday to Friday 8:00am - 18:30pm
NO TELEPHONE CALLS WILL BE TAKEN WITHIN THE EXTENDED HOURS.

Parish Councillors
Michael Yarlett (Chair) via clerk 07712 305729
Rex Carter (Vice Chair)
07771 737482
Dennis Dodson
01709 518299
Tim Stevenson
01709 366115
Nigel Tranmer
07850 506869
Genaya Smales
07718 896902
Kerry Ferris
07708 807734
Clive Davis
07595 229935
Tony Griffin
07931 265831
Parish Clerk
Elaine Keeling-Heane
07712 395729
email: whistonparish@hotmail.co.uk
Parish Hall Caretaker
Steve Pearson

01709 518315

Ward Councillors
A. Cowles
01709 255927
email: allen.cowles@rotherham.gov.uk
Julie Turner
01709 255732
email: julie.turner@rotherham.gov.uk
Peter Short
01709 255950
email: peter.short@rotherham.gov.uk

Need to contact a doctor when the surgery is closed?
GP Out of Hours Service • Call 111 when it’s less urgent than 999
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Council Meetings
2020

Due to the Coronavirus pandemic, recent Council meetings and the
Annual Parish meeting have been cancelled. Decisions taken at the Annual Council meeting have been postponed. However, from September
until the end of the year we are hoping to have remote meetings via
Zoom. Members of the public are also permitted to attend the meetings remotely. If you would like to attend, please contact the Clerk who
will send you the relevant link. The necessity for remote meetings will
be reassessed in the new year.
All full Council meetings start at 6:30 p.m.
and will be held remotely on the following dates:
Monday 21st September 2020
Monday 19th October 2020
Monday 16th November 2020
Monday 21st December 2020
Minutes & Agendas are available at www.whistonparishcouncil.com
The Agenda is advertised 3 clear days before the meeting on the Monday – usually on the Wednesday. There will be a copy on the website.

Annual Accounts

In line with new government regulations, the time limit for approval of
Annual Accounts has been extended to 31st August. The public’s right
to examine the accounts will still proceed as normal in due course, with
full details to be published on the website.

Whiston Parish Hall

Whiston Parish Hall is usually a thriving hub of activities and classes,
and while it has sadly been closed for the last few months, we are
hopeful that government restrictions will soon lift and allow the
re-opening of the hall.
We would like to re assure everyone that we will be taking extra
measures to ensure that the hall remains a safe place to hold events
and attend classes, and we will be taking hygiene and cleaning
VERY SERIOUSLY.
A new risk assessment has been undertaken for the entirety of
the building. To help us comply with this new assessment, social
distancing stickers and posters will help to remind users to remain
vigilant, wash hands regularly, and catch coughs and sneezes in
handkerchiefs! Tissues and hand sanitising gel will be available
throughout the building for all users.
Extra cleaning materials will also be available for staff and user
groups to ensure everyone can stay as safe as possible. We have
already received a large increase in private event enquiries, and
although some classes may return to their regular schedules at
different times, we hope that shortly the hall will once again be the
centre of village activities!
Please find below the usual timetable of classes available.

• Hall Events •

Little Fishes Parent & Toddler Group
Term-time Monday & Tuesday 9.00am - 11.00am
Lucy Luckock 07707 863901 or
email: lucy.luckock@gmail.com

Girl Guides (10-14yrs)
Term-time Monday 6.00pm - 8.00pm
Register at: https://go.girlguiding.org.uk/join-us/join-as-member/
Karate
Friday 7.30pm - 8.30pm
Brian Pitchford
Natter Group (1st Monday of the month)
Monday 10.30am - 11.30am
Anthea Goodman 01709 363604 or
email: 12pag.whiston@btconnect.com

Rainbows (5-7yrs)
Term-time Tuesday 6.00pm - 7.00pm
Register at: https://go.girlguiding.org.uk/join-us/join-as-member/
Brownies (7-10yrs)
Term-time Wednesday 6.00pm - 7.15pm
Register at: https://go.girlguiding.org.uk/join-us/join-as-member/
Yoga (15yrs+)
Thursday 9.15am - 11.15am
Tim Kellett 07951 152415 or
email: timspilatesandyoga@gmail.com
www.timspilatesandyoga.co.uk
Women’s Institute (1st Thursday of the month)
Thursday 1.00pm - 4.00pm
Sue Martin 01709 546088

Pilates (15yrs+)
Monday 6.00pm - 7.00pm
Tim Kellett 07951 152415 or
email: timspilatesandyoga@gmail.com
www.timspilatesandyoga.co.uk

Junior & Senior Youth Club
Thursday Seniors 6.00pm - 8.30pm &
Juniors 6.00pm - 7.00pm
Jordan Arno
email: whistonyouth@gmail.com

Locomotion Dance (8-11yrs)
Tuesday 5.00pm - 6.30pm
Alexandra Earnshaw 07922 861460 or
email: hello@locomotiondance.co.uk

Wine Club (23-90yrs) / (3rd Thursday of the month)
Thursday 7.45pm - 10.00pm
Deborah Davis (Secretary)
email: debbiedavis62@icloud.com
Mini Kicks
Friday 9.15am - 10.00am

Parish Clerk

Elaine Keeling-Heane
01709 377691 or 07712 395729
email: whistonparish@hotmail.co.uk
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